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key shonld be brought. So the king was forced to unlock
the door, and the next and the next and the next, till all
seven were open, and they entered into the hall where the
twelve maidens were standing all in a row, so like that
none might tell them apart. But as he looked one of
them silently drew a white sash from her pocket and
slipped it round her waist, and the young man sprang to
her and said, * This is the princess, and I claim her for
my wife/ And the king owned himself beaten, and
commanded that the wedding feast should be held.
After eight days the bridal pair said farewell to the
king, and set sail for the youth's own country, taking with
them a whole shipload of treasures as the princess's dowry.
But they did not forget the old woman who had brought
about all their happiness, and they gave her enough
money to make her comfortable to the end of her days.